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BUSINESS: S.B. HOME PRICES INCREASED BY DOUBLE DIGITS LAST MONTH, BUT BUYERS CAUTIOUS / B4

TODAY IN THE FOOD SECTION

BEER APPRECIATION
Group gathers to taste, critique their home brews

Battle
of the
Easter
candy

IT�S PEEPS VS.
CHOCOLATE

WINE INSIDER: HOW TO ENJOY
THE MANY MOODS OF SYRAH

By ANNA DAVISON
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

When the Healthy Forests Initiative was launched by
President Bush in 2002 as an attempt to prevent cata-
strophic wildfires, some people suspected it was a step
toward allowing logging in national forests.

Now the initiative is being put into action in the Figueroa
Mountain area of Los Padres National Forest, nine miles
northeast of Los Olivos, and some forest users fear it may
go too far.

The U.S. Forest Service is proposing thinning 667 acres
there; officials say decades spent trying to stop fire
breaking out have let brush grow thick. That raises the
specter of fires sweeping through the area, consuming the
biggest trees and perhaps racing through campgrounds and
endangering lives.

The plan is to remove brush and medium-sized trees in
the area, and possibly a few larger trees if they’re crammed
together, Forest Service officials said.

That way, there’s less chance of a “ladder fire” in which
the flames climb from the brush to taller trees and even-
tually to the tops of the biggest conifers, leaping from crown

Some forest users
worried thinning
plan goes too far

Please see FOREST on A14

THIEF’S ODD COURSE
Dive boat stolen from harbor runs aground near Vandenberg

Security scours scene for culprit, who left
pile of wet clothing, footprints on shoreline

A Vandenberg
security officer

reports to the site
where a stolen dive

boat ran aground
south of the base on
Wednesday. As the
Conception left the

Santa Barbara
Harbor earlier, it

struck three other
boats, partially

sinking the Slick
Chick, at right.
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By NORA K. WALLACE
and MORGAN GREEN

NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITERS

A thief made off with one of Santa
Barbara’s most popular dive boats early
Wednesday morning, crashing into and
partially sinking a fishing boat during an
erratic exit from the harbor before the
vessel ran aground in an area dubbed the
“Graveyard of the Pacific.”

The steel-hulled, 75-foot-long Con-
ception, owned by Truth Aquatics and

usually docked at Sea Landing in the
Santa Barbara Harbor, was found
Wednesday morning beached about a
mile south of the Vandenberg Air Force
Base’s lighthouse at Point Arguello, said
Capt. Todd Fleming, a base spokesman.
The area is known for its treacherous
waters and history of shipwrecks.

Because Vandenberg is a top-secret
military installation, security forces
scoured the scene for the intruders. No

Please see THEFT on A14

By WILLIAM NEIKIRK
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON — Trustees of the Social Security Trust Fund on
Wednesday moved the system’s projected insolvency to 2041 — a year
sooner than previously estimated — but neither Republicans nor
Democrats budged an inch in the raging debate over how to fix it.

In addition to citing a slight deterioration in the outlook for Social
Security, the trustees also said that Medicare will become insolvent
in 2020, a year later than they projected a year ago, chiefly because of
lower health care spending and higher payroll tax revenues.

Trustees’ outlook worsens
for Social Security, Medicare

Please see REPORT on A14

By MARY ELLEN KLAS, PHIL LONG
and MARTIN MERZER

THE MIAMI HERALD

PINELLAS PARK, Fla. — The battle over Terri Schiavo
appeared to be entering its final stages on Wednesday as a
U.S. appeals court refused twice to order her feeding tube
restored and a Florida judge issued an emergency order
barring state officials from taking the
brain-damaged woman into protec-
tive custody.

Late Wednesday night, Ms. Schia-
vo’s parents, Bob and Mary Schindler,
filed an appeal with the U.S. Supreme
Court. But the step seemed a long shot
— the court has ruled against them
four times previously — and there
was a growing sense of dismay among their supporters.

‘‘When I close my eyes at night, all I see is Terri’s face,
dying, starving to death,’’ said Ms. Schindler from outside
the hospice where Ms. Schiavo resides. ‘‘Please, someone
out there stop the cruelty, stop the insanity. Please let my
daughter live.’’

Ms. Schiavo, 41, has been without food and water since
her feeding tube was disconnected Friday. Experts said her

Parents
watch

options
vanish

THE TERRI SCHIAVO CASE

Appeal to Supreme Court
might be last hope to keep

brain-damaged woman alive

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Becki Snow traveled from Dallas to pray for Terri
Schiavo outside of her Florida hospice.

Please see SCHIAVO on A10

MORE INSIDE
■ Additional
coverage of the
Schiavo case.
A10-11

Ficus’ bare branches stir talk
By JOSHUA MOLINA
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

After stirring up a ficus fracas last year, Santa
Barbara heavily pruned more than a dozen trees on
upper State Street this month, turning heads and
creating a neighborhood buzz.

“They look ugly, don’t they?” said Santa Barbara
resident Harold Jacobson as he sipped coffee from a
State Street cafe. “It looks like a stone sculpture. No
leaves. I hope they haven’t damaged the tree.”

The city’s Parks and Public Works departments are
teaming up to cut back the branches and trim the roots.
The plan is to install rubber sidewalks this May; Public
Works will take the contract to the City Council in late
April.

In some areas, the roots of the 50-year-old trees are
getting so big that they are lifting and cracking concrete
sidewalks, creating a hazard for pedestrians.

Last year, the city took a beating from some members

of the public after it announced plans to cut down
many of trees. The city backed down after complaints
about the trimmed trees’ aesthetics and harm to
nesting birds, opting to prune the trees instead.

But the safety problem remains.
Looking to spare the trees but repair the walkways,

city officials turned to rubber sidewalks. The material,
made from recycled tires, allows crews to lift the
sidewalks, cut the roots and then drop the sidewalks
back down.

Although upper State Street, between Las Positas
and Ontare roads, is one of the most visible and con-
gested parts of town, the city has also cut back about
40 trees on Milpas Street in recent weeks.

The ficus trees are creating major headaches for the
city. When planted decades ago, the thick trunks and
leafy branches were an ideal street tree. Officials
believe the tree is still beautiful, but wrong for the

STEVE MALONE / NEWS-PRESS

City workers have pruned ficus
trees on upper State Street but
left behind a few nests.

Severe pruning gets upper State Street ready for rubber sidewalks

“They look ugly,
don’t they? It

looks like a stone
sculpture. No
leaves. I hope
they haven’t
damaged the

tree.”
Harold

Jacobson,
Santa Barbaran Please see TREES on A14


